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Fecha de presentacion: 5 de Diciembre 
 
Complete the following text using (present simple and continuous, present perfect simple and continuous, 

simple past and continuous). The first is done as an example for you.                    

Dear Emily,  
Well, my first term at the university of Madrid is (be) just about over and things 
……………. ok.  
I’m right in the middle of all the exams. As a matter of fact, I …………………… at the 
moment, and I…………………………………. to stay at home for the rest of the afternoon to 
study and complete all the items. However, I…………………. a break now, and then that´s 
why  I ………………………………….to you.  
It’s been a challenging experience getting used to living alone, in a foreign country, but 
well worth it.  
Take the famous siesta, for example. I haven’t had time for one single siesta yet. It 
……………………………….. like I ……………………………….always……………………. or 
………………………… shopping for food or cooking because Luis and I ………………….. eating  
and we have all discovered the pleasure of cooking and of course eating. Hardly anyone 
else ……………………………… a siesta, either. A lot of people work a lot and the number of 
people who work more than 8 hours a day ………… ………………………………….every year. 
My Spanish ……………………………… little by little and everyone here 
…………………………………… me very well.  
Well, enough information for the moment, I need to go back to study as 
I………………………………… to the cinema tonight and I have to profit the time. Tomorrow 
I……………………………. Alice your friend from school! I ………………………. she is as nice as 
you described her.  Do you remember her?  
Last Thursday while I ……………………………. I …………………………….that she was living here 
now and …………………………….to contact her.  
Now that you are gone, I …………………………….a little bit lonely! Haha.   
See you soon!!  
Write me about your experiences back in England!  
Love!!!  
Laura 

 
Be 
Go 
Study 
Plan 
need 
Write  
 
 
 
Seems / study 
Go/love 
 
Take  
Grow 
improve 
treat 
 
go 
meet /hope 
 
read/remember 
decide 
feel 

 
Tenses 

 
You are a reporter who has arranged an interview with Phoebe. Complete the following dialogue 

making the correct questions.  

 Hello and welcome to “Lives with a story.” Today we 1)_______________(interview) Phoebe 

Hessel a woman who 2)_______________(survive) to love, war, and lots of other difficult situations. 

Hello Phoebe! Welcome!  



 
Name    

Date   
 
 Hello! Thank you very much for your introduction!  

 So, 3)_____________________________________________ your husband? (meet)  

 I met him back in my town when I was 18 years old.  

 4)_____________________________________________ (start) the relationship right after you 

5)______________________________(meet) him?  

 Yes! It was love at first sight, I knew he was “the” one every since I met him.  

 6)_____________________________________________(be married)?  

 For about 50 years.  

 7) _____________________________________________(have) an easy life with him?  

 Well, not much! We seven of our children died due to many illnesses of those times, but love was 

stronger and we could overcome those difficult times together.  

 What about the only child who survived? 8)______________________________(he/live)? 

9)_____________________________(do) 

 He lives in Brighton near my house! We are a very close family. He is a pediatrician.  After your husband 

died, you decided to marry Mr Hessel. 10)______________________________ 

be) together?  

 We have been together for about 20 years. He has helped me a lot to overcome all the problems I have 

had ever since.  

 How 11)_____________________________________________(feel) since the king appointed you Lady of 

the Crown?  

 Practically the same. There has not been a real difference.  

 12)_____________________________________________(you/try) having more children with your new 

husband?  

 Well, in fact I didn’t. We had many things to solve before so we decided not to.  

 13) As a Lady of the Crown ______________________________(do) anything for women who 

have a difficult life such as yours?  

 Well, yes! My family and I have prepared a project for women who are victims of war, I hope it is 
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shortly accepted.  

 Thank you very much Phoebe! 
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Put the verbs in brackets using the correct tenses 

The third term 1)_____________(start) and by right after the beginning I 2)____________ (get) the flu. I was 

put to bed in the Sick room. The matron reigned in that area. One morning in came the doctor. The matron 

____________________(be) with him all night before the doctor arrived.  

“What 3)______________(be) his temperature today?” the doctor asked. “Just over a hundred.” She said. It 

4)______________________(never-be) so high before.  

“He 5)_______________(be) here for a long time now,” he said, “we 6)____________(send) him back to 

school tomorrow.” Ellis was a boy who 7)__________________(be) in the sick room for some days before I 

got there, and would continue for some time. When they 8)_____________(finish) with me, they went to his 

bed and removed his sheets to find an abscess he had  in his leg in not very good conditions.  

“That´s a nasty one,” the doctor said, “We 9)_____________________(have to) do something about it, 

aren´t we Ellis?” “it 10)__________________(get) worse and worse each day.” 

“What are you going to do?” “Don´t worry! We 11) _____________(finish) right now.”  

Before Ellis could realize, the doctor 12)_________________-(put) his bag in on the floor at the end of 

Ellis´bed. He took a little scapel (knife) and bent near the bed. Ellis was frightened, the doctor 

13)____________________(move) from side to side, but Ellis could not see anything. Suddenly, while Ellis 

15)__________________(try)to see what they were doing, the doctor moved sharply and giving the knife a 

quick twist he cut the abscess in one move. I 16)_______________(never see) someone shouting so hard. I 

think the doctor was quite wise, anaesthetics in that time 17)___________________(not –be habit in the 

past) so effective. I’m out of the sick room now and I 18)______________________ (see)  Ellis again since 

then. What 19)_____________________ (do) before I got there with his leg?  
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The only thing I remember is poor Ellis shouting while I 20)_____________________(cover) my ears with my 

hand.  
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A young man 1)_________________ (sit) on a chair. A small chimpanzee, wearing a nappy, clung to his 

chest. ‘Hi,’ he 2)____________(say). I’m Alex and this is Max. ‘Yvette3)____________(expect) you.” When  

Max ____________(hear) his name, he immediately 4)____________(touch) Mark’s hair with his hand. ‘This 

is the first pygmy chimp I 5)____________(ever- see)’ said Mark. ‘They’re very rare. They live only in Zaire, 

south of the river. Someone 6)____________ (try) to sell him as a pet in the market when we spotted him. 

Hunters in the forests kill the mother and take the baby back to his village for their children to play with. 

When a baby gorilla is sent to us they generally arrive with machete wounds, starving and with parasites. 

Gorillas are sensitive, full of emotion – they 7)____________ (recently-watch) their mothers die in front of 

them and  if they don’t die of disease, they may die of grief. Twenty-seven gorillas 8)____________ (arrive) 

in the last two years and only four are still alive.’ 

Pigmy chimps are somehow different, they 9)____________ (seem) much more intelligent even than a 

common chimpanzee. ‘Are you a zoologist?’ asked Lary. ‘No, but I 10)____________ (be) in the future. I’m 

here because by the year 2014 I 11)____________  (finish) my plan to set up a new gorilla orphanage in the 

grounds of Brazzaville zoo. We 12)____________ (have) a proper vet, everything. We’ll 13)____________ 

(establish) a smaller breeding colony by 2013 so that we can raise them and then release the gorillas 

somewhere safe.’ 

I 14) ____________ (work) here for the past ten years. Honestly, I 15)____________ (never-be) in contact 

with animals before and therefore 16)____________ (never-pay) attention to how much an animal can 

suffer until I 17)____________ (see) it here. The first time I 18)____________ (encounter) a baby gorilla I 

could not actually believe how similar they were to human babies. The one I was in charge of 

19)____________ (really-mourn) the death of his mother, and I believe he survived thanks to the love he 

received from us.  ’That is why our orphanage 20)____________ (be) a sanctuary more than an animal 

reserve.  
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Paraphrasing  

1) She did not start doing her homework until her friends left the house 
a. (before) _________________________________________________ 

2) It was the first time she had visited the National Gallery.  
a. (never) _________________________________________________ 

3) We haven’t seen this program for almost a month 
a. (since) _________________________________________________ 

4) She waited until the children had left for school before she began cleaning the house.  
a. (after) _________________________________________________ 

5) When did they buy that car?  
a. (since) _________________________________________________ 

6) We were painting the house at two and we are still doing it.  
a. (for two hours) _________________________________________________ 

7) It’s two months since she called me.  
a. (has) _________________________________________________ 

8) I am accustomed to trying working so many hours  
a. (use) _________________________________________________ 

9) Little by little, she will get the habit of studying everyday.  
a. (get) _________________________________________________ 

10) When I was little I went to a swimming pool near my house.  
a. (use) _________________________________________________ 
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Make sentences or minidialogues using 10 of the words in the list below.  

smile, grin, cackle, lurk, prowl, tip toe, pop through, whip it off, shiver, tremble, wriggle, slam soar, rise, 
whoop , whir, linger, stir race, flash by, gallop, march, limp, stride 

mutter, stutter, snap at, shriek, yell, gasp 
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Choose two characters from Warhorse and describe him using at least 8 adjectives from the list below.  

self assured  - domineering - ambitious -  competitive - introvert - endearing- generous - loud hardworking - 
corrupt - boastful - obstinate - dishonest - unreliable - aggressive - optimistic- moody - outgoing - reserved - 
passionate - assertive - submissive - conventional - dirty - patriotic - disciplined 
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1) Complete the blank spaces with the correct form of the verbs. All tenses learnt have been included.  

Moving house 

I come from a very large family, and recently my parents (1) ___________(decide) that they (2 

(spend) ___________ long enough living in an overcrowded house in Birmingham. 'We (3) (move) 

to the country', my father (4) (announce) one evening. 'I (5) (sell) ___________this house, and we 

(6) (live) ___________on a farm.' So last week we (7) ___________ (load) all our possessions into 

two hired vans, and for the last few days we (8) ___________ (try) to organize ourselves in our 

new home. Yesterday, for example, my three brothers and I (9) ___________ (start) painting the 

downstairs rooms. 

Unfortunately while I (10) ________________ (mix) the paint, one of my sisters (11) 

______________ (open) the door. Nobody (12) ______________ (tell) her that we (13) 

________________ (be) in the room, you see. So instead of painting the walls, we (14) 

________________ (spend) all morning cleaning the paint off the floor. But worse things (15) 

________________ (happen) since then. This morning when I (16) _______________ (wake up), 
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water (17) ________________ (drip) through the ceiling next to my bed. We 

(18)_______________ (spend) today so far repairing the roof. It's not all bad news, though. The 

school in the village nearby (19) __________________ (close down) two years ago, and my 

parents (20) ______________ (not find) another school for us yet. Apparently my parents 

(21)_________________ (not find out) about our education before they actually decided to 

move. I imagine that if they had found out about it, they 22)_________________ (know) that the 

school had closed some time before.  

Nevertheless, my parents told us that if there is not a school in the town, they 

23)_________________ (take) us to wherever might be necessary to finish our school year.  

Now that I think about these changes a bit better, I think this will be positive. I’m 12 now and by 

the time I’m 18 and have to go to university in a big town and by the time I get there I 

24)_________________ (have) the possibility to experience life in the countryside as well; 

something that it would have been impossible if my parents 25)_____________________ (not- 

make) this decision.  
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Conditionals 

Third Conditional Form. 

Make the third conditional1) If you _____________(not/be) late, we _____________ (not/miss) the bus... 

2) If she _____________ (study) she_____________ (pass) the exam... 

3) If we _____________ (arrive) earlier, we _____________ (see) John... 

4) If they _____________ (go) to bed early, they ____________(not/wake) up late... 

5) If he _____________ (become) a musician, he _____________ (record) a CD... 

6) If she_____________ (go) to art school, she _____________ (become) a painter... 

7) If I _____________ (be) born in a different country, I _____________ (learn) to speak a 

different language... 

8) If she _____________ (go) to university, she _____________ (study) French... 
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9) If we _____________ (not/go) to the party, we _____________ (not/meet) them... 

10) If he _____________ (not/take) the job, he _____________ (go) travelling... 

11) He _____________ (be) happier if he_____________ (stay) at home... 

12) She _____________ (pass) the exam if she_____________ (study) harder... 

13) We _________ (not/get) married if we___________ (not/go) to the same university 

14) They_____________ (be) late if they _____________ (take) a taxi... 

15) She _____________ (not/meet) him if she_____________ (not/come) to London... 

16) He _____________ (take) a taxi if he _____________ (have) enough money... 

17) I _____________ (call) you if I _____________ (forget) my phone... 

18) We _____________ (come) if we_____________ (be) invited... 

19) She _____________ (not/do) it if she _____________ (know) you were ill... 

20) He_____________ (be) on time if he _____________ (leave) earlier.. 
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Conditionals 

CONDITIONAL SENTENCES. TYPE III 

Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tenses. 

1. If he (not take) his gloves off he (not get) frost bitten. 

2. She was sent to prison only because she refused to pay the fine; if she (pay) the fine she (not be) sent 

to prison.  

3. He didn’t tell me that he was a vegetarian till halfway through the meal. If he (tell) me earlier I(cook) him 

something more suitable.  

4. I had no map: that’s why I got lost. If I (have) a map I (be) all right. 

5. Why didn’t you say that you were short of money? If I (know) I (lend) you some. 
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6. It’s lucky he had his torch with him. If he (not have) it he (fall) down the cellar steps.  

7. The job is much worse than I expected. If I (realize) how awful it was going to be I (not accept) it.  

8. It was the drug, not the disease that killed him. He would still be alive today if he (not take) that 

drug. 

9. This room is freezing because the fire has only just been lit. If it (be lit) this morning, as I suggested, the 

room would be warm enough to sit in now. 

10. I overslept; that’s why I’m half an hour late; and if my phone (not ring) at nine o’clock I might still be  

Modal verbs for deduction 

Put in ‘must + infinitive’ or ‘must + have + past participle’:  

1. Keiko always does really well on exams. She _____________ (study) a lot.  

2. That woman drives a very expensive car. She _____________ (have) a lot of money.  

3. You _____________ (practise) a lot before you gave your speech. It was really great.  

4. When Lizzie got home yesterday, there were flowers on the table. Her husband _____________ (buy) 

them.  

5. Where is my purse? I saw it earlier, so it _____________ (be) in this room.  

6. Sarah couldn’t find her glasses. She thought she _____________ (leave) them at her office.  

7. It _____________ (be) cold outside. That man in the street is wearing a coat.  

8. All my plants _____________ (be) dead! I forgot to water them before I left for my holiday.  

9. Susie is so late! She _____________ (miss) the train.  

10. There’s rubbish all over my garden! A fox _____________ (be) in the bin. 
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Paraphrasing exercise 

1. I ´m trying to finish everything I have to do but unfortunately I think that if I continue like this, I will 

not finish until tomorrow at this time.  
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a. By this time ____________________________________________ 

2. She will start building her new house by January 2013. They will surely finish it by December 2013.  

a. Will have ____________________________________________ 

3. I don’t study English now I prefer French! I studied until I I was 12.  

a. Use ____________________________________________  

4. They started to feel sick after eating the fish.  

a. Had ____________________________________________ 

5. The garden was dead because the summer was extremely dry.  

a. Had been____________________________________________ 

6. The story can't have been real. I didn't read it in any paper. 

         a.    would have read  ____________________________________________ 

7. If you don't know how to use it, you won't give any use to that laptop  

         a.    unless ____________________________________________ 

8. I need you to call me as soon as you arrive. 

         a.    when____________________________________________ 

9. I think my course finishes in December 

         a.    By____________________________________________ 

10. I didn't know I had to walk so much. I think I brought too much luggage! 

         a.    If I had known____________________________________________ 
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Dialogue writing 

Dialogue 1 

Write an interview Roal Dahl about the writing of Boy. Ask him about the different anecdotes you 

remember.  

Dialogue 2 

Write an interview with the old lady in the first exercise.  

Write a dialogue with Michael Morphugo, similar to the one we wrote in class. Talk about the writing of 

Warhorse and his other books.  


